
Parrotfeather 
Myriophyllum aquaticum 

*** ROGUE RIVER NOXIOUS WEED ALERT *** 
 

The Rogue Aquatic Invasives Network (RAIN) needs your help 
preventing the spread of noxious weeds on the Rogue River. Use this 
guide to identify, control and report invasive parrotfeather 
(Myriophyllum aquaticum) populations.  

Identify 
Spikes of feathery leaves, with whorls of 4-6 leaves, grow up to a foot 
above the water and resemble miniature pine trees or horsetails. You can 
identify this plant underwater by its stiff, bright-green upper stems. It grows from late May to 
October and reproduces via stem and rhizome root fragments. 

Impacts 
Disrupts fish and wildlife habitat, clogs waterways, impedes 
recreation, and can degrade water quality. Ecological pest that 
outcompetes native plants. 

Control 
Hand pull or rake up small infestations, being sure to get as many 
roots as possible (roots and fragments will resprout). Properly 
dispose of plants in landfill or leave them “high and dry” up on banks, out of the winter flood zone. 
Manual control requires persistence over many years. Herbicide can only be applied by a licensed 
aquatic herbicide applicator. 
 

Clean off visible aquatic plants and mud from watercraft and paddles after recreating.  
Drain motor, bilge, livewell, and other water containing devices before leaving water access.  
Dry everything for at least five days OR wipe with a towel before reuse. 

Report 
If you find this noxious weed, make a report at oregoninvasiveshotline.org 
or inaturalist.org or contact your local Cooperative Weed Management 
Area (info@stream-smart.com). 

Resources 
For more information about parrotfeather, visit the Oregon Department of 
Agriculture noxious weed profile or the Benton County Water Weeds guide. 
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https://www.stream-smart.com/rogue-aquatic-invasives-network-r-a-i-n/
https://oregoninvasiveshotline.org/
http://www.inaturalist.org/
mailto:info@stream-smart.com
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/shared/Documents/Publications/Weeds/ParrotsFeatherProfile.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/shared/Documents/Publications/Weeds/ParrotsFeatherProfile.pdf
https://bentonswcd.specialdistrict.org/files/b85f950ab/2020WWG.pdf

